
Literature Search and Study Selection

Unique records identified after duplicate removal

PubMed and Google Scholar

“microcystin” AND “reproductive”

(n = 297)

Supplementary searches using “microcystin” with

“developmental,” “placental,” “prenatal,” or “perinatal”

(n = 0 additional unique records)

Unique records screened

(n = 297)

Original studies included in the

primary evidence synthesis

(n = 111)

Records excluded from the

primary evidence synthesis

(n = 186)

Reviews used only for background

or contextual information

Non-mammalian studies

Studies without relevant outcomes

Search period: database inception to 31 January 2026
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